
ELF - Enjoy Life to the Fullest!       18 Friday, November 25, 2016

Bunny Baldwin is not your ordinary 9-year old. Ever since she was a small child, 
she has had a passion for singing and performing, a trait perhaps inherited 
from her dad, James Baldwin, a talented pianist, and her mom, Joyce Baldwin, 

who teaches dance and musical theater.
Bunny has accumulated a wall of trophies marking her accomplishments in the 

world of performance, and her love of the stage continues to grow. This summer, 
she competed in the Access Broadway Nationals at the PlayStation Theater in New 
York City, with individual singing, acting and dance solos – what’s known as a “triple 
threat.” She won Best Vocalist for the mini division with “My New Philosophy” from 
“You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown.” 

“It was really fun that day because we actually got to perform on a Broadway 
stage,” she recalled. The experience definitely resonated with her, and she would 
love to return to Broadway.

Over the summer, Bunny also won Highest Scoring Vocals for the entire competi-
tion at the All American Talent Nationals in New Jersey. After the competition, Bun-
ny and her mom decided to drive into New York City, and that’s where they happened 
upon auditions for a national tour of “Annie.” 

Bunny said she thought it would be fun to do so she gave it a try. She remembered 
the day being really exciting because there were so many other girls there (more than 
400). She also said, “I got to meet Martin Charnin, the director, and he made the 
show, so that was really cool.”

After her audition, she kept getting calls back, and finally she got the call saying 
she had been chosen to play Molly in the show. “We literally found out at a rest stop 
in New Jersey in the bathroom,” her mom laughed. “We were screaming because we 
got the part,” Bunny described. 
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Keene Unitarian Universalist Church 
69 Washington Street 

Annual Greens Sale 
Friday, December 2   .   5pm-8pm 

Saturday, December 3   .   9am-2pm 
 

Greens Table:  Wreaths, Kissing Balls, Swags, Balsam 
Roping, Berry Bowls and Greens Bundles. 
 

Holiday Baked Goods:  Cookies, Pies, Breads  
 

Luncheon:  Soups, Breads, Beverages 
   

Book Nook: Art, Travel, Children’s, Philosophy, Novels, 
Geography  
 

Crafter’s Table: Handmade Treasures, Bookmarks, 
Magnet Sets, Placemats, Tableware, Pillows, Knitwear  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Orphans from the show “Annie” dance onstage during “You’re Never Fully Dressed 
without a Smile,” left to right, Katie Wylie as Duffy, Amanda Wylie as Tessie, Bunny 
Baldwin as Molly, Ava Slater as Kate, Jacqueline Galvano as July and Amanda Swickle 
as Pepper. Photo by Joan Marcus. Opposite page: Bunny Baldwin poses in her official 
“Annie” tour jacket. Courtesy photo
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The show is now on a nine-month tour that began with rehearsals in October. Bun-
ny and the crew perform about eight shows a week, six if there’s a particularly heavy 
travel schedule. And they have three different versions that they perform, depend-
ing on the venue. 

“We’re playing the Wang Center in Boston, which is massive,” Joyce described. 
“And then we can also play these gorgeous smaller, historical theaters that have been 
around for a long time…The kids just adapt.” 

Bunny said, “I love lots of things about being Molly.” However, one of her favorites 
is being put in a laundry basket by the other orphans. She also said her costume is a 
big perk, because “I get to wear long johns, and they’re so comfy.” 

She has made friends with the other orphan girls, and her mom said the adult cast 
is “absolutely wonderful with the kids,” adding, “It’s making the kids’ time all that 
much more fun.” Bunny has even given several of the adult performers silly nick-
names. 

Though the people are nice, two of Bunny’s favorite cast members are the dogs 
who play Sandy. Their names are Macy and Sunny, and Bunny said it’s “kind of cool 
because Sunny actually played Sandy on Broadway I think once or twice.” 

There’s lots of fun all around, but Joyce also described, “The kids have two full-
time jobs. They’re students, and they do the shows at night.” Though it’s a lot of 
work, Bunny doesn’t seem to mind. “I like traveling, and we’re not like sitting in 
our chairs for the whole ride,” she explained. The on-set tutor often works with the 
young members of the cast during travel hours, which Bunny said makes the time go 
by faster. 

“I miss being at my school,” she confessed. “But it’s really fun to do this.”
When asked if she’d like to be in more shows like this in the future, she said, “Yes! 

I want to do a lot of them, and I want to do them forever and ever and ever and ever 
and ever. And I want to be on Broadway.” 

To learn more about the show, which will return to the Northeast in the spring, 
visit anniethemusical.com.

Best Bet
Warm Hands, Warm Hearts

Harrisville Designs is once again sponsoring the Warm Hands, Warm Hearts Program, which will 

be collecting donations through Dec. 17. Everyone is encouraged to participate by creating hand-

made hats, mittens, scarves and socks for the 

homeless shelters in Keene. 

Harrisville Designs Retail Store will have pat-

terns, yarns and assistance available to partici-

pants, who want to donate their time to a wor-

thy project. Please join us in helping others find 

warmth this winter.

Drop-off locations include: Harrisville De-

signs Retail Store in Harrisville; Peterborough 

Town Library and Joseph’s Coat in Peterborough; 

Hannah Grimes Center in Keene and Keene Pub-

lic Library; and Stephenson Memorial Library in 

Greenfield.

For more information, call Harrisville Designs 

Retail Store at 603-827-3996, Tuesday through 

Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., or call Paula at 

603-924-4227 in the evenings or on weekends.


